2027 Children’s Sport Participation and Physical Activity (CSPPA) Study Research Grant Application 
Application from information 
Applications and supporting documents must be submitted to evaluation@sportireland.ie via email before 12 noon on 12th August 2026. Late applications will not be accepted. Clarifications and queries must be directed to evaluation@sportireland.ie.
The provided text boxes should expand to meet the content provided in your application.  If you have any questions or encounter any technical difficulties with the application form, please contact evaluation@sportireland.ie.
Indicative word counts for each section are provided, lower and slightly larger word counts will be allowed but applicants should avoid excessively exceeding the recommended word count in each section.  Word counts are provided by section rather than by work package as some work packages may require more detail than others. Note that Work Packages may reference or build on information provided in earlier Work Packages, rather than repeating previously provided information. 
For applicants who wish to label sub-Work Packages in their proposal, we recommend using a nomenclature anchored on the three existing Work Packages such as WP 1.1, WP 1.2…WP 2.1, WP 2.2 etc.
Applicant information 
Please provide details of the Lead Applicant/Principal Investigator, applicant organisation, authorised signatory and nominated Lead/Representative for the project duration.
	Lead Applicant/Principal Investigator name
	

	Lead organisation
	

	Department / Research Centre
	

	Job title
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone number
	



Research Proposal
For each Work Package, provide the overall context and then approach to delivering the study, outlining any specific methods and approaches to achieving the ambitions of the research, including development of measures, sampling strategies, fieldwork and study administration, data analysis, report writing and research ethics. 
Research and Policy Context
Please summarise your understanding of the contemporary policy and research context within which each of the 2027 CSPPA study Work Packages are being conducted. (800 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2
	



Work Package 3
	



Research objectives and research design
Outline your understanding of the research objectives and overall research design, including a summary of the main objectives, required activities and expected outputs. Please include any specific considerations, context or references relevant to each Work Package and identify any sub Work Packages to be referenced later. (1,000 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2
	



Work Package 3
	



Sampling, weighting and participant recruitment
Provide a detailed description of the proposed sampling frame, sampling methodology and weighting for Work Packages 1, 2 and 3. (500 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2
	



Work Package 3
	



Questionnaire, measurement and testing
Provide a detailed description of the key measures that will be captured through the 3 Work Packages. Explain how validity and reliability of measures will be ensured within each data collection tool and how the questionnaire as a whole and device based measurement will be tested prior to fieldwork. (1,000 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2 
	



Work Package 3
	



Survey administration and data collection protocol
Provide a summary of how you propose to manage the administration of surveys and physical activity measurement devices and how data will be collected, managed and stored prior to analysis. Please explain how you propose to administer recruitment to maximise school engagement and student response rate and outline any contingency plans if sample sizes fall short. (300 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2
	



Work Package 3
	



Data analysis 
Provide a description of the statistical methods and analysis that will be undertaken to produce findings from the study. Describe how comparability with 2010, 2018 and 2022 CSPPA waves will be maintained. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3.  (500 words)
Work Package 1
	



Work Package 2
	



Work Package 3
	



Data coding and harmonisation 
Explain how data will be coded and harmonised across the 3 Work Packages. Please indicate how the 2027 CSPPA dataset coding will be harmonised with previous CSPPA studies to allow for efficient combination of the datasets. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3. (300 words).
	



Data management, Controller/Processor and GDPR Compliance
Describe any data processing agreements required to ensure data is managed and processed in accordance with GDPR and the Sport Ireland Grant Guidelines. Explicitly discuss any Data Protection Impact Assessments that will be undertaken, joint controller arrangements, data retention policies and access controls. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3. (300 words)
	



Reporting and dissemination
Please outline your proposed strategy for disseminating the findings from the study. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3. (300 words)
	



Ethical practices 
Provide a detailed description of protocols in place / the measures taken during recruitment, data collection and data management to ensure the safety of participants and ethical research practices. Include information on Garda vetting and safeguarding certifications that will be obtained. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3. (500 words)
	



Research Team and Research Management
Research team
Please list all main researchers and organisations involved in the application and briefly describe the role of each in the study. Please attach a 2-page CV for all research team members in appendix 1. 
	Research team member
	Affiliation
	Job title/Position
	Role in CSPPA Study

	Add more rows as necessary
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Conflict of Interest
Please declare any actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest involving members of the research team and describe how these will be managed or mitigated. (200 words)
	


Relevant projects undertaken by the research team 
Provide examples of three similar or relevant projects previously undertaken by the research team. (1500 words)
	



Reporting and project management arrangements
Describe the reporting and project management arrangements between the research team, Sport Ireland and the project Steering Group. Describe how the CSPPA Steering Group will be established, governed and supported throughout the project. (250 words)
	


Deliverables and project timelines 
Describe the main tasks and deliverables across the three Work Packages, identifying and labelling any deliverables which are only applicable to one or two of the Work Packages. Please include clear project milestones and timelines. (1000 words)
	



[image: ]

2

Risks and mitigation
Please provide a schedule of risks that might hinder the delivery of the project. Please consider the impact such risks present, the likelihood of the risks, and specific mitigation measures. Where relevant, describe differences across Work Packages 1-3.
	Description of Risk
	Work Package Impacted (1, 2, 3)
	Description of Impact 
	Likelihood (Low/Medium/High)
	Mitigation
Contingency Actions

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 




Cost Proposal 
Applicants are required to outline their budgets for each Work Package, including a detailed breakdown of personnel costs and project activity costs. All costs must be provided in Euro (€), inclusive of all taxes, including VAT where applicable. 
Applicants must cost all three Work Packages separately. Sport Ireland reserves the right to award any combination of Work Packages.
Summary Costs by Work Package 
	Work Package 
	Amount requested, incl. VAT where applicable (€)
	Notes / Comments 

	Work Package 1 – Republic of Ireland CSPPA Study 
	 
	 

	Work Package 2 – Northern Ireland Extension 
	 
	 

	Work Package 3 – Subsample Data Collection of Health, Fitness and Anthropometric Data
	 
	 

	Total grant funding requested 
	 
	 


 
Personnel Costs 
Provide a breakdown of personnel costs, including the role, time commitment and associated costs for each project team member. Time commitment should be expressed in days based on an eight-hour day. Where a team member contributes to more than one Work Package, their time and associated costs must be reported separately for each Work Package.
Applicants must cost all three Work Packages separately. Sport Ireland reserves the right to award any combination of Work Packages.
	Work Package 
	Team member 
	Role 
	Days 
	Daily rate / cost basis 
	Cost (€) 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Project-Related Costs 
Provide a breakdown of other project related costs. Where costs occur in more than one Work Package, they must be reported separately for each Work Package.
Applicants must cost all three Work Packages separately. Sport Ireland reserves the right to award any combination of Work Packages.
	Budget category
	Description
	Amount requested (€) 
	Work Package 

	Travel 
	 
	 
	 

	Equipment 
	 
	 
	 

	Measurement devices 
	 
	 
	 

	Software 
	 
	 
	 

	Translation to Irish 
	 
	 
	 

	Printing/materials 
	 
	 
	 

	Data storage/security 
	 
	 
	 

	Dissemination 
	 
	 
	 

	Infographics/factsheets inputs 
	 
	 
	 

	Other eligible expenditure 
(please add rows as required)
	 
	 
	 


Cost Explanation and Value for Money
Provide a clear explanation of the assumptions and methodology used to prepare the proposed budget. Please explain how the research proposal provides value for money. Please include any additional resources, benefits or in-kind contributions being made to the project. (300 words)
	



Insurances
Please provide the following information regarding insurance coverage that will be obtained. Please provide evidence of the insurances in place in appendix 2. 
	Insurance Type 
	Level required if successful 
	Level in Place 
	Details of Any Excess 

	Employers Liability 
	€13,000,000.00 
	€ 
	 

	Public Liability 
	€6,500,000.00 
	€ 
	 

	Professional Indemnity 
	€1,500,000.00 
	€ 
	 

	Any other insurances obtained
	
	
	

	Any other insurances obtained
	
	
	

	I confirm that if successful, where the levels required are higher than those currently in our possession, I will be in a position to put the required forms and levels of insurances required in place.  If not possible please provide a justification for alternative insurance arrangements in appendix 2.

	Confirmation (Indicate Yes / No): 



Final Declarations and Submission 
Applications and supporting documents must be submitted to evaluation@sportireland.ie via email before 12 noon on 12th August 2026. Late applications will not be accepted. Clarifications and queries must be directed to evaluation@sportireland.ie. 
	Declaration 
	Please indicate Yes/No

	I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate.
	

	I confirm that the applicant organisation accepts the conditions outlined in the grant guidelines.
	

	I confirm that any actual or potential conflicts of interest have been declared and proposed mitigations provided.
	

	I confirm that institutional approval has been obtained for submission of this application.
	 

	I confirm that all additional information including researcher CVs and other supporting documents has been added into the Appendix.
	

	I confirm that we can obtain required ethics approval.
	

	I confirm that a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) can be completed.
	

	I confirm that we can comply with Children First Act (2015).
	

	I confirm that appropriate insurance cover will be obtained and that evidence of cover has been attached to the Appendix This includes:
· Employer’s Liability insurance of €13 million;
· Public Liability insurance of €6.5 million;
· Professional Indemnity insurance of €1.5 million; or
· justified alternative insurance arrangements, where applicable.
	


 
	Lead Applicant Name
	 

	Position 
	 

	Organisation 
	 

	Signature 
	 

	Date 
	 




APPENDIX 1 – Researcher CVs

APPENDIX 2 – Evidence of Insurances
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