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A tool to help you organise, compare and synthesise research articles before writing your literature review.
Example Completed Matrix
The example below illustrates how you might summarise the key information from journal articles. Your own entries will vary depending on your research topic.
	Author & Year
	Research Aim
	Research Design / Methodology
	Key Findings
	Strengths & Limitations
	Relevance to My Research
	Theme(s)

	Example Study A (2024)
	Explore postgraduate students' experiences of writing literature reviews.
	Mixed-methods study using surveys and focus groups.
	Students reported that synthesising research was more challenging than finding journal articles.
	Rich data collected using multiple methods, but limited to one institution.
	Useful when discussing the importance of synthesis in postgraduate research.
	Literature Reviews

	Example Study B (2023)
	Investigate strategies used by successful postgraduate researchers.
	Interviews with doctoral graduates.
	Participants commonly used literature matrices to organise reading and identify themes.
	Detailed qualitative insights, although the sample size was relatively small.
	Supports the use of a literature review matrix during the planning stage.
	Research Skills






My Literature Review Matrix
Record one journal article per row. Duplicate this page as many times as needed.
	Author & Year
	Research Aim
	Research Design / Methodology
	Key Findings
	Strengths & Limitations
	Relevance to My Research
	Theme(s)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Before you start writing...
☐ Which studies agree/disagree
☐ What themes are emerging?
☐ Are there any gaps in the literature?
☐ Which studies are most relevant to my research question?
☐ What does the evidence suggest overall?
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